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More of the same … or a different game?



The Challenges are Many
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Long Term Viability of the 

Petroleum-based Motor 

Fuel Tax

Michael D. Meyer, P.E.

Georgia Institute of Technology

Presentation before the Taxation and 

Transportation Committees, Kansas 

Legislature, Jan. 2008

Future Funding Issue



“Present finance system can remain 

viable for at least another 15 years 

(although unlikely to provide enough 

revenue to reduce congestion).” 

--- TRB

Future Funding Issue



“While there is a growing consensus 

that alternatives to the fuel tax may 

be necessary in about 20 years, the 

fuel tax should remain an important 

component of surface transportation 

finance until viable alternatives are 

found.”

U.S. National Surface Transportation Policy

and Revenue Study Commission
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Transportation Connections



I believe that in the not too distant 

future sustainability metrics will form a 

common evaluation framework for 

assessing transportation investments

Transportation Connections



Florida’s ETDM 
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“In summary, environmental challenges, 

climate change, energy concerns, 

community quality of life, limited funding, and 

increasing deterioration of transportation 

system performance all suggest a 

fundamental transition in the way we look at 

transportation….  

The Transition



“…. Not only does this transition imply 

transcending boundaries as broadly defined 

earlier in the paper, but it also implies new 

funding concepts, institutional arrangements 

and ultimately new ways of looking at the 

nation‟s transportation system, one that  

connects transportation to the desires and 

needs of a growing population in a 

sustainable manner.” 

The Transition



• The current transportation model is not 

sustainable

• Situation is urgent:  business as usual will 

not meet the challenges

• Sustainable mobility => key point of 

departure

• New sustainable mobility model is ours to 

create

Key Messages



Key Messages

Systems thinking is needed…

ÁOur future is a “connected” future (and thus a 

systems perspective)

ÁAt macro level: Interplay among energy-

environment-land use-economic & community 

development-and quality of life

ÁTransportation as a system

ÁConnections to the ecology as a systems 

issue 

•



Key Messages

Systems thinking is needed…

ÁAt the operations level: ITS and other 

capacity managing, load-leveling strategies 

can leverage installed base

ÁPricing and its consequences on demand 

and societal equity

ÁOpportunity to move beyond capital projects 

to „capital ideas‟


